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PRICE FIFTEEN CENTS 


ALL NON-BRITISH LAND 

Tonga coining money 

--SEE STORY PAGE SEVEN 

SALES ILLEGAL:CANBERRA 

i 

i 

AN 1828 ENGLISH LAW has thrown 
doubt on the titles and sales of well 
over 100 acres of land on Norfolk. 

The Australian Attorney General's 
Department has ruled that the law 
makes it illegal for an alien to own 
or lease land here. 

People with British, Australian and 

New Zealand citizenship are thus 
able to own land legally, but cit- 

showing which Island properties are 
owned by aliens, but says that the 
amount is significant. 

(A man of French citizenship is un¬ 
derstood to "own" over 100 acres of 
land, including the former Nobbs 
farm adjoining "Moira”.) 

The legal ruling from Canberra 
reached the Administration Thurs- 
day. 



izens of most other countries are not. 

The Registrar of Lands has not yet 
been asked to prepare a schedule 

COURT SLUGS MAN 
$500 FOR SEEDS 

NORFOLK ISLAND MAGISTRATES 
served notice of their seriousness in 
punishing drug offenders on Tuesday 
by sentencing a 25-year-old man to 
pay $500 or go to gaol for one year. 

The man, born on Norfolk but hav¬ 
ing lived overseas most of his life, 
had jus t returned to take up residence 
here. 

Among the possessions he shipped 
from the mainland was a vintage sm¬ 
all car. The Customs Officer aboard 
the lie de Lumiere noticed a brown 
paper bag on the back seat of the car. 

It was found to contain about six min¬ 
iature liqueur bottles full of Cannabis 
seeds, and paraphernalia used for smo¬ 
king marijuana. 

The Customs Officer alerted police, 
who observed the man drive the car 
from the jetty to his home, where 
they arrested him for being in poss¬ 
ession of drugs. 

The man pleaded guilty to the ch¬ 
arge and did not employ legal coun- 
(Continued on page three) 


The Attorney General's Department 
says that the validity of the law st¬ 
ems from the 1913 Proclamation by 

which Sir Gerald Strickland, Gov- 
erner of New South Wales and also 
of Norfolk, gave Australia the right 
to govern Norfolk. 

The Proclamation repealed exist¬ 
ing Norfolk laws and laid down new 
laws on 32 topics. It went on to say 
that subject to those 32 laws and any 
others that might be enacted later, 
'all laws and statutes in force in the 
realm of England on the 25th day of 
July, 1828... shall be applied in the 
administration of justice in Norfolk 
Island, so far as the same can be 
applied within the said Island. *” 

And one of the 1828 English laws, 
according to the Attorney General's 
Department, prohibited anyone'but 
a British subject from owning land, 
leasing land, or owning other prop¬ 
erty, The prohibition applies even 
(Continued on page three) 


ADMIN AT RISK 
IN CASH CRISIS 

WITHOUT KNOWING for certain when 
or even whether Australia will re-im- 
burse Norfolk for the work, Deputy 
Administrator C. I. Buffett has author¬ 
ised continued work on two Kingston 
restoration projects. 

They are the completion of roofing, 
windows and siding on the easterly sec 
tion of Government House, and the 
closing-in of additions to ’Mendham’s 
Cottage” at II Quality Row. 

Mr. Buffett said that both of these 
projects had to be carried on in order 
to prevent damage to work that ha;; 
already been completed. 

The work at Mendham's Cottage 
was wound up at the weekend. It 
includes restoring the original out¬ 
building behind the cottage, which 
had been only a ruin. When the cot- 
(Continued on page six) 
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The Masport Rota-Hoe 

A versatile hardworker for 
controlling the biggest gardens. 



Current price 


Unharmed by obstacles 

Buried roots and large rocks are 
often problems in a large garden The 
Rota-Hoe takes them in its stride. If the 
tines hit a solid object the engine cannot 
be harmed because the belt drive wi?l 
absorb the Impact easily. The tines have 
been specially hardened too, by Masport’s 
unique “Austempering" process. There's 
virtually no way you can disturb the finely- 
engineered efficiency of the Rota-Hoe. 


The Masport Rota-Hoe solves the 
exhausting task of preparing and keeping 
a large garden up to scratch, it digs deep 
into the toughest ground. It cuts a gigantic 
16 inch trail through the hardest 
compacted earth. And it's a two-speed 
cultivator so you can set your own pace. 

It will prepare your garden thoroughly 
all year round. Attachments allow you to 
dig up to a 24 ” path and to ridge-mould 
and weed. You can gven convert the 
Rota-Hoe into a light but powerful* tractor 
with the addition of a couple of optional 
extras. 


Many times faster 

The Rota-Hoe will save you so 
much time and effort that you wouldn’t 
believe the results of the tests we’ve 
done. But there is no doubt that It will 
have your garden weeded, and cultivated 
in a fraction of the time you’d take with a 
whole host of conventional garden tools. 
You’ll have to see the Rota-Hoe in action 
to believe its capabilities. 


Most powerful available 

A hefty Briggs & Stratton 4-Stroke 
engine gives the Rota-Hoe enough power 
to easily cope with any task you give it. 
Proven ?Qr their reliability, these engines 
will even allow you to pull a load of up to 
half a ton with the tractor attachment. 



Wide range of attachments 
A full range of easily removable 
attachments allows every facet of 
gardening tc be completely mechanised. 
Although they ere optional, for a small 
outlay they make the Rota-Hoe a more 
efficient and functional garden aid. 


Tractor 

transmission 

In a matter of minutes 
turns your Rota-Hoe 
into a light, but powerful 
tractor. Together with 
ratchet wheels and a 
heavy duty trailer 
coupling allows you 
to tow heavy loads 
with ease. 

Fixed whaels 

For use In extremely 
soft ground. These 
are fitted with implement 
tread pneumatic tyres. 



Rldger 

Used in conjunction 
with a pair of wheejs. 
Makes accurate 
furrowing or ridging of 
crops tike potatoes and 
celery quick and 
effortless. Requires 
[a tool bracket. 



Steei 

daatsd wheels 

Give maximum traction. 
Ideal for use with 
weeding knives or 
rldger even in the 
heaviest, toughest 
conditions. 


Central Service Station / Martin’s Agencies 
















NORFOLK HOLIDAY COST COMPARES WELL WITH OTHER 
PACIFIC RESORTS, BUT TAX PRESSURE A OANGER 


The cost of a holiday on Norfolk 
compares well with the price of pac¬ 
kage tours co.^.estimations in Austra¬ 
lia and overseas. 

This is one conclusion of a sub¬ 
mission to the Royal Commission by 
the Australian Department of Tour¬ 
ism and Recreation. 

Eight days on Norfolk was estima¬ 
ted to cost a holiday maker $318, 
sharing twin .accommodation, bed 
and breakfast provided. 

Despite some variation in details, 
the table included: 

. Lord Howe: eight days, $300 
, Magnetic Island: seven days, $287 

Acre of pot plant 

(Continued from front page) 
sel to represent him in court. He 
said he had intended to give the seeds 
and smoking equipment to a friend 
before leaving Sydney, but had sim¬ 
ply forgotten about them in the rush 
of moving. 

Police said the seeds had no use as 
drugs themselves, but were enough 
; to plant over an acre in marijuana 
plants. 


Land law doubt I 

(Continued from front page) | 

'in the case of inheritances. 

At press time the News had not been 
able to get a clear ruling on New 
Zealand citizenship laws, but under 
the Australian Citizenship Act all 
Australian citizens automatically 
have the status of British subjects, 
whether their citizenship is by birth 
or by naturalisation. 


Dog pack seen 

POLICE ARE STILL on the lookout for 
a dog pack reported to be attacking 
cattle in the Headstone-Anson Bay 
area at night. 

Several residents confirmed last 
week they had seen the pack. Police 
have been scouting shortly after dark, 
but it is believed the dogs may be 
banding together in the early hours 
of the morning. 

"There are too many dogs running 
loose, " Sgt. Peter Harrison said Fri- 
day. 

He said that a black dog from the 
Burnt Pine area had been harassing 
cattle down near the golf course. 

Unregistered dogs can be registered 
through the end of the year for half 
the normal yearly fee, or 380 for a 
female and 250 for a male. 

The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 


off -season 

. New Zealand: 14 days, $291 

. Fiji: nine days, $354, all meals 

. Noumea: eight days, $259 

. Manila: eight days, $515, sight¬ 
seeing 

. Singapore: 10 days, $451, sight¬ 
seeing 

The department agreed with Pro¬ 
fessor BuHand's conclusion that the 
end of duty-free shopping would have 
little .effect on tourism. 

However, taxation could increase 
costs, pushing up accommodation 
tariffs and tourist services. 

"Tourist demand for resort destin¬ 
ations is notoriously fickle” the de¬ 
partment said, "and can be quite 
sensitive to cost increases. 

"Any significant increase in costs 
could result in potential visitors 
turning towards other destinations. ” 


Commission back 

THE ROYAL COMMISSION will hold 
its expected final sittings on the Is¬ 
land starting November 17 th for two 
Weeks. 

Transcripts will be done in Sydney 
from tape recordings, and will pro¬ 
bably not begin being available on 
Norfolk until near the end of the sit¬ 
ting. 

A postponement of the sitting un¬ 
til next March was considered in Can¬ 
berra because of the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment funds squeeze, but a com¬ 
promise move of sending only the 
principal Commission members was 
decided on instead. 

IJeputy Administrator C. I. Buffett 
said that he had been authorised to 
receive submissions or notice from 
people on Norfolk wishing to appear 
*u the final sittings, but that he had 
not received any as yet. 


Jean Spackman dies 

MRS JEAN SPACKMAN, 56, of 
Sydney, died in Norfolk Island 
Hospital early Sunday morning 
Her husband flew in for the 
funeral, the cortege leaving the 
hospital about 5 pm. 

Mrs Spackman arrived at Norfolk 
only a few days before for a hol¬ 
iday and was staying with her 
cousin, Mrs Rose (Moosha) Evans 
6f Cascade. 

Mrs Spackman's mother, Mrs 
Rose McCann, was an islander. 

She was one of three sisters, 

Jean, Flora and Buddy. 

2 November 1975 



X 

H 


at The Garrison Restaurant - phone 2073 


















If you 
can wait 
2 months 
you’re 
in luck 




AN ALL-NEW model of the TN360 is sched¬ 
uled to reach Norfolk late in January. 

IT'S SO NEW that full specifications are 


not even available yet. 

BUT IT WILL BE even better than the 
TN36QS you see all over the Island --the 
powerful small trucks that have proved to 
be ideal for conditions here, carrying big 
loads of cargo and always ready to go. 

DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE keeps a full 
range of spares in stock in case you need 
quick service. 


CAN YOU WAIT until the new year? 
The new TN360 will be worth the Wait. 


DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

FrapriMor: J. W. FTTZPATMCK 


P.O. BOX 220 • NORFOLK ISLAND * SOUTH PACIFIC * 2899 



MART' LISTENERS VflUff MORE EVENING AND WEEKENO 
BROADCASTS AS QUEST!ONAI RES COME ROLLING IN 


EARLY RETURNS on the VL2NI lis- 
tner-preference questionaire show 
an interest in more evening and we¬ 
ekend broadcasting, according to 
broadcasting officer Sylvia Ryves. 

She says the station is looking for 
new talent on its announcing staff, 
and that auditions can be arranged 
oy calling at the studio, in New Cas¬ 
cade Road , during the mornings. 

A number of people have been au¬ 
ditioned for the new positions, bur 
the station hopes to hear from others 
Decause of the prospect of expanded 
broadcasting hours. 

The work pays $2 per hour for time 
on the air, although a lot of addit¬ 
ional unpaid work is necessary for an 
announcer to assemble well-balanced 
programs. Sylvia says the reason the 
announcing staff works these unpaid 
hours is simple: "We love it, and 
that’s why we do it, " 

She says only a couple of years ago 
the station almost had to beg people 
to try announcing, but that interest 
in VL2NI seems to be stronger than 
ever these days. 

Candidates for announcing positions 


should be over 18, should be planning 
to remain on the Island for some time 
come, and should have clear speech. 
An audition for a would-be ann¬ 
ouncer takes l£ hours. It consists 
of going through a full mock pro¬ 
gram, using most of the station’s 
equipment. The audition is tape- 
recorded, and is closely analysed 
afterward. 

Sylvia says the station has a lib¬ 
rary of several thousand recordings, 
and that an announcer has to become 
familiar with these in order to ass¬ 
emble a program and to handle re¬ 
quests. 

The station gives fledging annou¬ 
ncers very little off-air training. 

There is a week or ten days of 
practice, Sylvia says, and "then 
it's off the deep end, onto the aii; 


Edginess, anger ) 

THE AUSTRALIAN political crisis has j 
created a worrying level of tension 1 

among various sections of the public 
on the mainland. 

That’s the impression of Cr. Bill 
Blucher, who returned from a Sydney 
trip late last week. 

He said newspapers and television 
broadcasts were filled with the crisis, 
and that there was a feeling in the ai~ 
that violence could be just around the 
corner. 

While a few years ago most Aust¬ 
ralians gave little attention to pol¬ 
itical matters, the crisis was.a main 
topic of conversation wherever he 
went, Cr. Bluchor said. 

Opinion seemed to be crystallising 
into two strongly opposed groups, he 
felt, each convinced that the other 
was a threat to the country’s future. 

He said the degree of edginess and 
anger was something he had not seen 
in Austr^j^a^efore. 


sink or swim. 

residents on temporary permits eligible 


Residents on temporary entry per¬ 
mits are able to apply for the ann¬ 
ouncing job without breaking the 
terms of their entry, Sylvia points 
out, although Admin approval is 


needed before they can be formally 
appointed to the staff. 

The public questionaire on VL2NI 
content and hours will be kept open 
through this Wednesday. 


The only prop-jet, pressurised service to the mainland 


ABOVE-THE-WEATHER FLYING 
IN THE BEECH SUPER KING AIR 
-- THE AIRCRAFT CHOSEN BY 
THE U.S.A. FOR FLYING DIP - 
LOMATS AROUND THE WORLD. 


^FASTEST & MOST FREQUENT^ 
! FLIGHTS TO AUSTRALIA I 


Flights Leave 
MONDAY 8.30am 
WEDNESDAY 2pm 

SATURDAY 8.30am 
SUNDAY 8.30am 



BRISBANE IN 3 HOURS 

THE FASTEST SERVICE TO AUSTRALIA, FOUR 
DAYS A WEEK* LAST-MINUTE BOOKINGS ARE 
SOMETIMES AVAILABLE - INQUIRE* 


LORO HONE ISLAND IN 2 HOURS 

DOUBLE YOUR HOLIDAY ENJOYMENT BY SEEING 
THIS LOVELY ISLAND ON THE WAY HOME. WE 
CAN ARRANGE YOUR ACCOMMODATION THERE. 
ONWARD CONNECTIONS DIRECT TO SYDNEY, 
PORT MACQUARIE OR COFFS HARBOUR. 


Norfolk Island Airlines Ltd 


I CALL AT OUR OFFICE IN NORFOLK VILLAGE, BURNT PINE OR PHONE 2328 
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Supremely argent to cope with the tourist 
boos problem, says Professor Butland 


The continued .rapid growth of tour¬ 
ist numbers is Norfolk’s most serious 
problem. 

This was suggested to the Royal Co¬ 
mmission by Professor Gilbert Butland. 
pro-vice-chancellor of the University 
of New England, and author of the 
Butland Report. 

”1 think die important point is the 
very fact that this has occurred with¬ 
in this last 18 months” Professor But- 
land said. 

"It clearly indicates the supreme 
necessity and urgeny of copirtg with 
the problem. " 

He agreed that more accommodat¬ 
ion was needed, certainly for the 
Christmas-New Year period. 

Professor Butland also felt that the 
problem of cars driving over comm¬ 
ons land had worsened in the last 18 
months. 

Erosion was part of the result but 
there was also the general disfigur¬ 
ation of cliff tops, reserves and co¬ 
mmons, turning them into dust bowls. 

Land use was the most difficult ar¬ 
ea where reform was needed. 

’’Norfolk Island suffers, as do all 
tourist islands, by a general neglect 
of agricultural and pastoral indust¬ 
ries” Professor Butland said. 

His report had urged amalgamat¬ 
ion of land into larger, more effic¬ 
ient farms. 

"It is a very difficult area altoge¬ 
ther” Professor Butland admitted. 

”It is true that there is a great at¬ 
tachment to the land by the Pitcair¬ 
ners. 

’’But not to the extent that it should 
just be maintained in a completely 
derelict condition. ” 

This required a process of cultural 
change. Professor Butland felt, and 

Tosato certains 

FURTHER IMPROVEMENT in the 
quality of Council broadcasts should 
be noticeable this Wednesday, with 
the installation of new tomato-col¬ 
oured curtains on the five big win¬ 
dows in the Council Chamber. 

They will help damp sound rever¬ 
berations in the chamber, as well 
as bringing the room one more step 
back toward proper appearance fol¬ 
lowing the disastrous flooding early 
this year. 

Broadcast quality has been improved 
tremendously by the new multi-mic¬ 
rophone system devised and installed 
by communications officer Fred Jow- 
ett and operated during Council meet¬ 
ings by Julie Campbell. 


a cultural re-education that the is¬ 
land should be made more beautiful. 

Norfolk was much too small to be in¬ 
dependent, he said. 

Australia should pay for education, 
health and social services, justice, 
and ruins restoration and should pro¬ 
vide loan capital for development. 

Norfolk should raise its own revenue 
including income tax to pay for act¬ 
ivities such as conservation, anti-pol¬ 
lution measures , roads and transport, 
farm development, improvement of 
tourist facilities, water supply and 
sewerage and so on. 

Taxation should be based on Aust¬ 
ralian rates, with an allowance'for 
the significance of freight rates in the 
cost of living. 

Professor Butland supported the es¬ 
tablishment of a quarantine station on 
Norfolk, and said it would be a tour¬ 
ist attraction in itself. 

*T think it would certainly be a gr¬ 
eater attraction than wandering cows” 
he said. 


Tax men keep an 
eye on Norfolk 

probate scbeaes 


Forty-one estate duty minimisation 
schemes on Norfolk are under the . 
eyes of the taxation commissioners. 

Gift duty of $5m would be payable 
in these 41 cases if the schemes were 
carried out in Australia. 

The information was given to the 
Royal Commission by second Comm¬ 
issioner Patrick Lanigan. 

However, Mr. Lanigan qualified 
this estimate by saying that no mon ¬ 
ey was actually lost to revenue un¬ 
til a death occurred. 

’’Even then, the amount of the loss 
of duty is a matter for conjecture” 
Mr. Lanigan admitted. 

’’The deceased would in all prob¬ 
ability have used other means to pass 
assets to intended beneficiaries. ” 

The Australian Treasurer announced 
in August 1974 that amendments were 
being drawn up to close estate duty 
loopholes, Mr. Lanigan said. 


Restoration work to continue, despite doubts 
on payaent, but Council trias the budget 


> (Continued from front page) . 
tage is completed it will provide change 
grooms and toilet facilities for the oval. 

Members of the Restoration Team 
not needed on the Government House 
' project will be assigned to other dut¬ 
ies with the Works Department, Mr. 
Buffett said, until Canberra can au¬ 
thorise a continuation of the Kingston 
restoration program. 

These duties will include work on 
new extensions at the school, and may 
include building new lighters, which 
Mr. Buffett says are essential. The 
Admin would have needed to hire 
outside tradesmen for these duties, but 
now will not do so. 

The school extensions were approved 
last week and may be started this week. 
They are to include improvements to 
the manual training room, and the ad¬ 
dition of a common room for the teach¬ 
ing staff. 

other developments 

Other developments in the Australian 
cash squeeze situation: 

-- Council met in closed session last 
Monday and agreed to reductions in 
some capital expenditures. 

-- Revised financial estimates for the 
year are being prepared. 

-- The October target has now passed 
for a new ordinance to allow collecting 


a landing fee from passengers at the 

airport. Estimates for the year had bet 
based cn this new tax starting to prod a 
income before the end of the year. A 
new law taxing absentee landlords, vh 
it would not have produced nearly ' o 
much income, has been similarly Al¬ 
layed. 

-- Post Office staff have agreed >:u 
roster their work in order to provide 
some week-end mail sorting. Over¬ 
time can’t be authorised, so two mem 
bers of the staff will work during the 
week-end, one taking Tuesday off 
and me other taking Thursday off. Tr- 
squeeze on the Post Office was com¬ 
plicated by the receipt of hundreds cv 
bags of mail aboard the lie de Limuei 

-- The Deputy Administrator has 
still had no firm answer on whether 
old age and repatriation pension pay¬ 
ments will continue to be mailed 
out. On Friday he said he hoped that 
a special bill would be passed by Par ¬ 
liament authorising funds for these. 

-- Mr, Buffett said that if the 
Australian crisis continued long en¬ 
ough to cause mainlanders to start 
cancelling Norfolk holidays, the Is¬ 
land could be hurt in various ways. 

But short of that possibility, he said 
the current situation was ’’quite an 
illustration of the fact that the Island 
can get along on what we raise here. ’ 
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TONGA CELEBRATION: 

SIN. STAMPS & COINS 


THE KINGDOM of Tonga is cele¬ 
brating the 100th anniversary of its 
constitution this week with special 
issues of stamps and coins valued at 
over $1, 000, 000. 

It is believed to be the biggest-ever 
operation in Tonga's regular raising 
of money by selling stamps and coins 
to collectors around the world. 

Mr. Bernie Machanic, ofWalsalls, 
a security printing firm, is one of the 
professional advisers to Tonga on the 
design, timing and marketing of the 
Kingdom's stamps and coins on world 
markets. 

Mr. Mechanic visited Norfolk last 
year for discussions with Administra¬ 
tion officials. 

He estimated at the time that if 
Norfolk were able to issue its own 
coins, new issues could be market¬ 
ed to overseas dealers and collec¬ 
tors at a profit to the Island aver¬ 
aging $225, 000 a year. 

The coins have been minted by the 
Royal Mint of the Netherlands at 
Utrecht. At the conclusion of the pro¬ 




duction of the legal authorised quan¬ 
tities all tools and dies will be destroy¬ 
ed, and no further minting of the Cen¬ 
tenary Coins will be possible. 

The obverses and letterings were de¬ 
signed by Mr Norman Sillman of Col- 
lingham England. 

There are four gold coins of $100, 
$75, $50 and $25 denominations and 
three silver coins of $20, $10 and $5 
denominations. 

The $100, $75 and $50 coins have 
2025 pieces minted for circulation bat 
all coins have 975 high mirror proof 
pieces. The $25 coin will have 302 5 
pieces for circulation. 

The silver coins will have 11, 000 
pieces each in the $20 and $10 value 
for circulation and 16, 000 in the $5 
coin, and all three coins will have 
4, 000 each high mirror proof pieces. 


TXJE tO FF.NTTI (ABOUT fd/0S) 

OFFICIAL AIRMAIL STAMP IN 

TONGA'S NEW COMMEMORA-’ 

TIVE ISSUE 

The reverse of all silver and gold 
coins have Tonga's Coat of Arms, 
and the obverse have Tu-IV for the 
$100 gold coin, Queen Salote on the 
$75 coin, Tupou II on the $50 and 
Tupou I oil the $25. On the obverse 
of the silver $20 are images of Tupou 
I, Tupou II, Queen Salote and Tupou 
IV. On the $10 silver coin is an imag 
of Tupou IV together with the Ha'- 
amonga, and Tupou IV again on the 
$5 together with a scroll. 


PACIFIC ROUND 


Also on sale on November 4 will be 
a new series of commemorative stamp 
marking the centenary of the Consti¬ 
tution. 

The new stamps will bear the exact 
replicas of the Obverses and Reverses 
of the new coins. 

The complete series. Regular Post 
age, Regular Airmail and Airmail 
Officials are limited to less than 
10, 000 sets. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


CASUAL QUEST POLICY 


South 

Pacific 

hotel/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain 
about the casual-guest policies of the Island's 
leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you're most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always 
pleasant. When the weather is fine you may be 
served at a table beside the swimming pool. If 
you prefer, you may sit in the glass-walled indoor 
Barbecue Room overlooking the pool and a back¬ 
drop of Norfolk Island Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes one 
inexpensive dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a 
beautiful array of hot and cold dishes. 

Five Nights a Week there is special entertain¬ 
ment; MONDAY a smorgasbord and dance; WEDNESDAY 
Housie; THURSDAY a barbecue and dance; SATURDAY . 
a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak main course 
only $ 5.25); and SUNDAYdinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents 
and present the best in imported and local foods, 
artfully prepared, and served by the attractive 
girls in the bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please; make bookings before 
4.30 to assure a table, and arrange to arrive 
before 8.00. 

r COME AND ENJOY The South Pacific early 
i in your visit ... you'll want to return. 
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TAX CHIEF FORESHADOWS TOUGHER ATTITUDE TO 
NORFOLK COMPANIES NOT LOOSING RETURNS 


Australian tax men will get tougher 
in their hunt for information about 
Norfolk companies. 

“I think they are probably going 
to demand the returns rather than 
just ask for them nicely” said Second 
Commissioner of Taxation William 
O’Reilly. 

He was answering questions during 
cross-examination at the Royal Co¬ 
mmission in Canberra. 

Earlier, Mr. O f Reilly complained 
of the difficulties his men were ex¬ 
periencing. 

Staff were scarce and the field was 
wide. Companies were using stal¬ 
ling tactics and searching for legal 
loopholes. The Norfolk Chamber of 
Commerce had advised its mem¬ 
bers not to co-operate. 

Trusts were a specially hard nut to 
crack, Mr. O’Reilly said. 

”It is a time-consuming process 
because of the need to employ skil¬ 
led investigation officers to ferret 
out relevent facts and documents— 
and to do so in an atmosphere of co¬ 
ncealment and non-co-operation, 
made worse by the jig-saw being 
located in Norfolk Island and Aust¬ 
ralia, if not elsewhere as well” Mr. 
O'Reilly lamented. 

He cited examples of losses to go¬ 
vernment revenue caused by Nor¬ 
folk being used as a tax haven. 

The amounts might be as low in¬ 
dividually as a few thousand dollars 
but went much higher. 

In four particular cases, tax avoid¬ 
ed over a five-year period to 1972 
amounted to over $155, 000. 

In another 21 cases, income over 
the same period divertedjo Norfolk 


as interest amounted to $3. lm — 
and tax avoided amounted to more 
than $lm. 

”For another family the amount put 
through Norfolk Island in loan/trust 
arrangements was over $12m” Mr. 
O'Reilly said. 

A theoretical calculation assumed 
900 schemes saving $1000 each, thus 
costing revenue $900, 000 a year. 

If the average saving was $50, 0Gt5 
each, and some individual cases went 
well over this, Mr. O’Reilly said, cost 
was $45m. 

He denied a suggestion that the tax 
act of 1973 resulted in over-kill of 
genuine companies as well as avoid¬ 
ance companies. 

However, Mr. O’Reilly admitted 
that the tax net was cast wider be¬ 
cause of the difficulty of defining av¬ 
oidance companies. 


A total of $643m passed through 
company accounts at the bank of 
New Soutii Wales up to the end of 
last September which might have 
involved tax avoidance. 

Most of the money, $621m, pas¬ 
sed through company accounts in 
amounts of $100, 000 or up. 

Peak year was the 12 months to 
September 30, 1971 when $201m 
passed through just 97 major acc¬ 
ounts. 

The number of big accounts and 
the volume of money handled dr¬ 
opped back steadily. 


Beer price op 
again but 
sales steady 

J THE PRICE OF BEER went up by 10 
a can and 40 a 26-oz. bottle last 
Monday. 

This was the second rise in Several 
months. 

A member of the Kingston Bond 
staff said he thought the Admin had 
carried freight rises fairly well for 
some time, and that the new prices 
were still below those on the Main¬ 
land. 

The new charges are $6. 48 for a 
carton of 24 cans, and $6.12 for a 
case of a dozen 26-oz. bottles. 

The increase follows a rise of about 
10-1 5°/c in the price of most spirits 
from the Bond, put into effect six 
weeks ago. 

Higher prices have not had any vis¬ 
ible effect on sales of either spirits 
or beer, according to the Bond staff. 


Yet in the 12 months to the end 
of last September, 86 accounts 
handled nearly $63m. 

The figures were supplied at the 
specific request of the Royal Com¬ 
mission by bank manager John Bo¬ 
ucher, following an appearance at 
the Commission by hi? predecessor 
Alan Veney. 

Mr. Veney was ordered, under sub 
poena, to produce figures. 

In his letter to the Commission Mr. 
Boucher outlined the criteria used to 
select the accounts he summarised, 

”The criteria for selecting the ac¬ 
counts to be included has been these 
accounts which have few operations 
and where operations generally ap¬ 
pear to be credits and debits of sim¬ 
ilar amounts---usually resulting in 
a nominal balance remaining in the 
account following such a transaction’ 
Mr. Boucher explained. 

Boat harbor S20a. 

A small boat harbor for Norfolk 
could cost $20m. 

And even then, it could not be 
used by ships calling here. 

The figure was provided by the 
Department of Capital Territory 
as a ’’conservative guess” for the 
Royal Commission. 

The money needed for such a 
harbor would be better spent up¬ 
grading the airport, departmen¬ 
tal officer Kevin Tilbrook wrote 
to the Commission. 


Line thief shoots through 


| A 64-YEAR-OLD TOURIST shot th- 
Irough on Friday's plane to New Ze¬ 
aland without paying up $140 in fines 
| levied on him in court on Tuesday. 

| He had pleaded guilty to three sep- 
| arate criminal charges of stealing a 
a T-shirt and women's underclothing 
|from the line outside a hotel. 

| He was seen in the hotel after the 
I theft wearing the T-shirt. The wo¬ 
man who owned it recognised the 
shirt and notified police, who ar¬ 
rested the man. 

After being convicted the man at¬ 
tended the week's Lions Club gath¬ 
ering as a visitor. The Tail-Twis- 
;ter on the day said later that he had 
decided not to press Club charges 
against the man for being "knick- 
knack in the knickers”. 

After the man's departure police 


said gaoling him for 46 days for fail¬ 
ing to pay the full fines would have 
cost the Island much more than the 
^value of the fines. 

Magistrates Reed, Nobbs ‘and Jowv*. * 

ett (Mrs. Reed chairman) alsols- 
sued a second court order for a man 
to pay the balance of a $177.70 
] debt owed to Rental Cars Norfolk Is¬ 
land, and assessed the man $30. 30 
in costs. 

Court is not expected to sit this week. 
The next sitting is set for November 
18th, when it is expected one of the 
Canberra magistrates will be on the Is¬ 
land. He will hear a drug case that 
was adjourned from January, three 
claims for debt payments, and char¬ 
ges against three companies for fail¬ 
ure to file complete returns. 
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1621 trillion went through accounts of certain 
companies, bank manager tells Commission 











Weicone to Norfolk Visitors -- Lift out thi% supplement and 

keep it with you. Info on tines & places. Hsp of the Island. 


jvmmur 



Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeChe$yie’$ Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 



a complaint? a bouguetf 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 
Bureau; or write the News, P. O. Box 94. 


Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
' from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say '’this is crazy, " shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don’t be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won’t be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp’s store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm — on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P. O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don’t be 
unnerved. 

Closing times:* To Sydney, 11. 30 
am Wednesday and 2.30 pm Friday; 
To Auckland 9 am Monday, 4 pm 
Tuesday, 4 pm Thursday and 2.30 
pm Friday. 

Back issues of Norfolk’s unique 
stamps aren’t sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


jrhis Week 

on Norfolk 

j MONDAY 

j Housie, Leagues Club 
Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
Film, Norfolk Hotel 
TUESDAY 

Commandant’s Dinner, Garrison 
Film, Paradise Hotel 
Film, Leagues Club 
Darts, R. S. L. Club 
WEDNESDAY 

School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
Film, sm’bord. Valley View 
N. I. Film, Paradise Hotel 
Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
THURSDAY 

i Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film, R, S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. ST. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie, R. S. L. Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, sm’bord. Valley View 


Good Phone and Gable 
Links, But Not 24Hr$ 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia’s Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jesk Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you’ll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn’t deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett,a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 



PA TON PLACE 
may be ’out of town’* 
but when you get there 
you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor’s Road \ 
towards Kingston and 150 yards j 

past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you \ 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex) j 





<ORrO l.K ISLAND 


PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
stanps, 1st Day Covers 


BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne’s Store at Hospital Comer 































IT’S.A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 



Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day -- you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C.— International phone calls, telegrams 

(g) HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 
NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 


ANSON BAY 



STEELS POINT 


HEADSTONE 


ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT ROSS 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 


|tll roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart - 

'Ar Norfolk Island Milk Bar 


"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


(\r\rk\ 7 ni VC 1 OH 4.^ fi ( Exce P r Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

U» LI* I UATw I #0U TO y piu only from 9 am to 7 pm — sorry about that....) 

y/e want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
*nd coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and ' heat-n-serve’ items 
.soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines.. .batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars.. .bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
Items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers;...tinopeners.. .candles...first aid requirements...olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
tinents. .. picnic supplies.. .games...artists* requisites.. .gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you’ve forgotten, every day of the week, early & late. 







Low-Priced 6rog, but 
Reaeaber Bond's Hoars 

The Island's only "bottle shop” is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to lp.m., and 
agatyi from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 


k Priority N.l. Need 


Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 


9.30-11.30 and 2-3Mon-firr 

yUvlUi • Sat. (urgent only) 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 


Yisitinq:n-i2; ?-8- 3 ° 


As we hope visitors won't have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital, is well run. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News # P.QBox 94 


Norfolk Island News -- Tourist Lift-Gut 

NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING. T™ K ' 4 ' ue 
It's Worth a Thought...Reading...a Lifetime 


That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks' Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 



THE KINGSTON PIER AREA, AS BUILT-UP DURING THE 1825-55 CONVICT ERA a 
(Full drawing of early Kingston sold by N. I. Administration* Copy by permission, 


Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) : 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd- . 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip Gid ley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M.S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by ahy other European 
power. King took along 24 sett las, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time' there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


time when some of the cruelest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

' In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bounty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 

The marvelous thing is that most did stay. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement." In 1913 the Island 

- became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 


Visitors Weicose at 
N.l. Church Services 

CATHOLIC: 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 
-5«'3£pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 
Father Des. Scanlon. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a. m. .. 
Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday School 10 a. m., services at 
11am. and 7.30pm. Pastor John Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST : 

Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a.m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 
























Research Makes the Difference 



The World's Most Experienced 
Transistor Radio Manufacturer 


STEREO CASSETTE RECORDER 
TC-224 



Features BTwo built-in uni-directional ECMs (Electret Con¬ 
denser Microphone) for superior stereo recording ■ Two built-in 
large speakers for the reproduction of dynamic stereo sound with 
wide, deep separation ■ Automatic full mode shut-off mechanism 
to turn off the power and the tape transport in all modes when the 
tape ends ■ SONY-O-MATIC recording level control for automatic 
adjustment of recording level to optimum. AUTO/MANUAL select 
switch included ITwo level meters for well-balanced recording 
with minimal distortion. The level meter for the right channel also 
works as battery check meter in both record and playback modes 
■ CUE & REVIEW buttons for activation of temporary fast forward 
and rewind without disengaging playback mode ■ 3-digit tape 
counter with zero reset button for easy location of the recorded 
program ■ Noise-free quality performance due to the adoption 
of all silicon transistors and a servo-controlled motor B4 power 
sources: AC, 4 "C" size batteries, rechargeable battery BP-16*, 
and car/boat battery with DCC-127* (*optional accessory) 

Sony has taken initiative in the field of compact cassette-corders 
by producing the TC-224, a unique all-in-one stereo cassette- 
corder. 

It is not merely a multiplication of monaural to two channels. It 
is a real stereo system with many extra features, but ease and 
simplicity of operation is the same as that of any ordinary monaural 
cassette-corders. A pair of large speakers and sensitive uni¬ 
directional microphones, which were considered impossible to be 
incorporated into a single unit, assure professional-quality record¬ 
ing and reproduction of true stereo sound. Microphones are 
provided with built-in wind screen for the convenience of outdoor 
use. Being the smallest stereo cassette-corder on the present audio 
market, it can be carried anywhere, anytime, by anyone. Despite 
its small size, however, it reproduces dynamic stereo sound with 
surprisingly wide separation. You can even pinpoint the position 
and the direction of sound sources which move from one side to 
the other. Times have changed and this is the era of "stereo" in 
cassette-corders. Upgrade or enrich your audio system with the 
TC-224. It will be sure to give you genuine delight of luxurious 
stereo sound. 


We love music. 

If you love music as much as wq 

BJ - PARADISE HOTEL 
ABC HOBBY CENTRE 
BARRETTS 
BROWSE ABOUT 


(to, you will ultimately want a SONY 
SEIKO 

CAMERALINES 

PIONEER 

HIBISCUS RADIO SERVICE 


C A U T I 0 N • only the above outlets Issue Sony International Warranty 





letter 


Reference your 27/10/75 editorial 
criticism of the Australian Depart¬ 
ment of Foreign Affairs submission 
to the Royal Commission* 

The one and only civil right pre¬ 
sently available to Norfolk Island 
residents is that, provided they are 
British subjects, they are allowed to 
vote at the biennial Local Advisory 
Council elections* 

However, Australians bom after 
1956 are not British subjects and there¬ 
fore Island 18 and 19 year-olds are un¬ 
able to vote at local council elections 
nor are they eligible to stand for el¬ 
ection. Nor are resident naturalised 
Australian citizens eligible to vote 
or stand etc* 

Personally I do not agree with your 
editorial pointe. that those who wish 
y .o "enjoy to the full the rights and 
duties" of citizenship could move to 
the mainland. And as the 1975 Rac- 
al Discrimination Act embraces the 
esidents of Norfolk Island there is no 
need for - he, she, we or they - to 
self-deport in order to ‘'enjoy to the 

: ull . *.Fait accompli. 

G. E. BROOK* 

(Editor's note: Administrative Officer 
david Buffett says the Australian Cit¬ 
izenship Act 1948-1973, as*amended 
through July, 1975, states that "an 
Australian citizen, by virtue of that 
Australian citizenship, has the status 
of a British subject. " Anyone born 
on Norfolk Island, regardless of birth 
date, has Australian citizenship and 
(like naturalised Australians) is there¬ 
fore a British subject.) 


EDITORIAL 


PEOPLE AT THE Department of Tourism and Recreation agree with Professor 
Butland that "duty-free" shopping is not all that important to Norfolk* 

They say that if it were to be eliminated, tourist traffic would not be 
affected very much. 

Apparently if you make a survey of tourists and ask them if they feel 
duty-free shopping was an important attraction in their visit to the Island, 
they say "No." 

They probably hope the interviewer will think they came to Norfolk to 
meditate about philosophy, or to attend church services, or to read the works 
of Homer in the original Greek. 

Everything we see tells us something different; that the shopping on the 
Island is one of several things visitors really like. And we're sure that when 
they get back home it's one of the- things they talk about. 

The range of shops and goods, and the busy-ness of Burnt Pine, are en¬ 
joyed by residents too. 

The Department of Tourism and Recreation says Norfolk holiday costs 
compare pretty well with those at the other places Australians and New Zea¬ 
landers can travel to without prohibitive expense. But if you look at the facts 
(they are reported on page three) they aren't re-assuring at all. Fiji, New 
Zealand and New Caledonia all give an Australian tourist a lower cost-per- 
day than Norfolk does. 

To maintain a good flow of tourists, we need to protect all the attrac¬ 
tions Norfolk has: peaceful surroundings, good swimming, the unique Pitcairn 
traditions, accommodation that is moderate in cost and friendly in atmos¬ 
phere, our lovely scenery and wildlife -- and interesting, bargain-price 
shopping. We could probably sacrifice any one of those, and people would 
still visit Norfolk. But Norfolk would be the less, regardless of what overseas 
experts have to say. 



Th+ norfot .K ISLAND NEWS 2 November 1075 


13 



























FRIDAY EXCHANGE RATES' 

31 October, 1976 


A$1 bought - 


UK 

£E 

.6097 

NZ 

$NZ 

1.1992 

FRANCE 

F.Fr 

5.490 

H/KONG 

HK$ 

6.329 

JAPAN 

YEN 

380. 00 

N’LANDS 

F 

3.302 

SWITZ’D 

S.Fr. 

3.307 

W. GERMANY 

Dm. 

3.220 

FUI 

F$ 

1. 0716 

USA 

US$ 

1.2685 

NOUMEA 

CP.Fr. 

99.79 

NEW GUINEA 


PAR 


I (Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank) 

ih 1,1 IIIM Hll Ml II .....■ ——■1 

Govt Gztte Digst 

No. 60 30/10/75 

COUNCIL 5/11: NI historical records; 
draft instructions to AG Dept; invest¬ 
ment of public moneys; Nl Provident 
Account Ord.; NI oil claim, Petrol¬ 
eum Drilling Corp; Supreme Court 
Ord; NZ Insurance scheme; Kingfisher 
Hotel; Chamber of Commerce and in¬ 
come tax Act; travel agents bill; Post 

6 T*graph Ord. 

WELLS, bores, dams & tanks can’t be 
built or changed without approval. 
PLEASE don’t dump burnables at Head¬ 
stone; burn them. 

CHRISTMAS CARDS can be mailed 
for 15# to Aust until 31/12 if endorsed 
"card only" and standard size. 

LIGHTER No. 1 for sale by tender due 
14/11. Purchasor must remove it in 

7 days. 

STRUCK OFF: Olympus Holdings Ltd., 
Ashburton Development Ltd. 

PHONE DIRECTORY: 12 deletions and 
19 additions are listed. 

GUN CLUB shot at Simons Water Sat¬ 
urday. e .#r 

FINAL MEETING: R. Hopkins Ltd. 
26/11. 


Flights This Week 


F 

S 

s 


From To From To From To 


Syd. 

Syd. 

Akl. 

Akl. Bne. 

Bne. 

1 • . 

1.45 

2.40 

10.30 

10.30 

11.45 

11.45 

1.00 

8.30 

2.00 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2.30 

- 

12.50 

1.50 

10.30 

11.45 

- 

- 

1.45 

2.40 

10.30 

11.45 

5.15 

8.30 

4.25 

5.15 

- 

- 

4.45; 

8.30 



o mmerce 

| Good lock, Isobel I 


RE-SHUFFLE IN N.l. 
GRAPHIC ARTS FIELD 

THREE SEPARATE business developments 
have followed the unwinding of a con¬ 
sortium in the Island’s graphic arts field. 

The consortium was a group including 
Ken Nobbs, Gary Robertson and former 
resident Pat Lush. They had invested 
in Norfolk’s best printing and photo¬ 
graphic set-up, and had hoped to pub¬ 
lish a periodical picture magazine on 
Norfolk. 

The printing side of the business has 
now been bought out by Gary Robert¬ 
son. He has installed the equipment 
in an existing building at his home at 
Rocky Point, where he will continue 
providing a general commercial print¬ 
ing service under the Photopress Inter¬ 
national name. One of the business’s 
specialities is printing tourist promotion 
brochures. 

Gary had leased the squash courts 
building, and operated the courts as 
well as the printing business at that 
location. He has now terminated the 
lease. 

The photographic side of the bus¬ 
iness has been taken over by Tim 
Wood, who has re-named it Pine Stud¬ 
ios, which he founded some years ago. 
It will have complete studio and dark¬ 
room facilities in the two ground-floor 
shop spaces in the squash courts build- 
ing. 

Tim is providing candid photography, 
portraits and child photography, cov¬ 
erage of private functions, photography 
for brochures and passport photos, he 
is manning the business full time and 
has left his employment at Camera- 
lines. 

Employing a part-time staff of one 
man and two girls, Tim provides reg¬ 
ular candid coverage at Island hotels 
and restaurants. 

At Cameralines, the Island’s prin¬ 
cipal photo equipment shop, pro¬ 
prietor Ken Nobbs is ploughing some 
of his former investment in the con¬ 
sortium into expanded office space 
and improved display area. 

Roy Nobbs Construction is doing the 
work. 

"In an age of doubt, it’r a bit crazy 
to be doing capital works, but they’ll 
help, " Ken says. 

Why "an age of doubt”? 

"If tax comes here. It would kill 
the industry, no sweat. " 


ONE OF THE GENTLER shopkeepers 
•in Burnt Pine shut her doors for the last 
time on Friday and turned to her gar¬ 
den and painting. 

Isobel Borrett, proprietress of the Nor¬ 
folk Island Art Gallery, closed the bus¬ 
iness because she didn’t want to pay 
higher rent or to sign a long-term lease 
on the Taylor’s Road shop. 

"Once you get in a rut, you want a 
push, "she said philosophically, "even 
though human nature sometimes doesn't 
like a push. ” 

She bought out the business in 1967 
and has operated it for the past eight 
years, selling Norfolk paintings and 
drawings and a range of souvenirs, 
jewellery and craft items. 

"After eight years not one soul owes 
me one cent, even though I never send 
out accounts, " she said. "That’s quite 
a record, I’m sure. " 

While closing the business meant the 
loss of her original investment, Isobel 
says she feels the business was good to 
her. "I have earned a living, I have 
some paintings and a little bit of jew¬ 
ellery that I didn’t have before, and 
it’s been very interesting, ” she -feels* 
She rays she is very grateful for the 
kindness and help given her by man) 
people on die Island. 

The row of shops is being upgraded, 
with soundproofing being installed be¬ 
tween shops. Approval has been gran¬ 
ted for installation of a toilet in each 
shop as well. The floor plan of the 
shops could lend itself to conversion lc 
bed-sitter fiats, but under the Buikir.v 
Ordinance this would require approve 
tor change of use. 

CHANCE FOR AIR CARGO 

QANTAS IS INVITING air cargo 
shipments from Sydney ibis week. 
Starting the 6th, however, restric¬ 
ted acceptance will be imposed ag¬ 
ain, at least until mid-month. 

Cargo arrived from Sydney through 
last week: I24Kg Sunday, 125Kg 
Wednesday, and 326Kg on the spec¬ 
ial flight Friday. This pretty well 
cleared up the backlog waiting at 
Mascot, which was only 150Kg at 
the weekend. 

There will be a Friday flight ag¬ 
ain this week. 

Cargo from Auckland continues to 
move smoothly. Shipments last week 
were 276Kg Saturday the 25th, 188Kg 
Sunday, 277Kg Wednesday and 291Kg 
Friday. 
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oAkt-UMi tiLif&l ArcRS 
late in the day on 
Wed-Thurs-$at-$un 



Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island's most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don’t 
have what you need we’re 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 

SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS. BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 
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RADIO SOiFCUC — iiovBIBER 3-8 , 

frequency, 1570 KHZ. 

HEMS: Mon-Frl 7.30 World S Local: 8.30 World 8 
Local; 10. Local; 12. Local; 1. World 8 Local 


fMONDAY * 

*7 .00 Music (Toon) 

/9.15 Music Round¬ 
about (Daphne) 

10 . 00 Local News 

10. 05 Petula(Part . 3 ) 

10.45 Black Opal 

11. 00 Morning Concert 

11.30 Guest of Honour 

12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Pop Spectacular 
1. 00 News Radio Aust. 
TUESDAY 

I. 00 Music (Yvon) 

9.15 I’m Sorry I'll Read 
That Again (Beryl) 
10.00 Local News 

10. 05 Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 15 Vanity Fair 

12. 00 Local News 

12.05 Sports Magazine 
12.20 All That Jazz 
1. 00 News 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 
WEDNESDAY 

6.30 Goons (Roger) 


9.15 ABC Sc$£e (StyJxia) ( 
10. 00 News 

10. 05 Where Angels Fear 
to Tread 
10.45 Hospital Prog. 

Morn. Serial 
12. 00 Local News 
12. 05 InternT Call 

I. 00 News 
TH URSDAY 

7700 Music (Daphne) 

9.15 Arts Mag. (Pat) 

9.30 Eric Cook & 

Guests 

10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 Inspector West 
10 .45 Morning Serial 

II. 00 Requests 
12 . 00 News 

L 00 News 

1.15 Seventh Day Adv. 
FRIDAY 

7700 Music (Sylvia) 

9.15 Frank Muir (Beryl) 

10. 00 Local News 

10 . 05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 


10.45 Morning Seri&i 

11 .00 Concert ' | 

11.30 Insight 
12. 00 News 

12. 05 Music & Songs of 
Another Country 

I. 15 Church of England 
SATURDAY 

II. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

12. 00 Local News 
12.05 Top of Pops 

1. 00 World News 

1.15 Requests 

1.30 Top 10 

2. 00 Radio Aust. 

Sports Serv. 

SUNDAY 

4 .00 Music (Daphne) 

4.45 Aust. Top 20 
5* 30 World News 

6.45 Children’s story 
7.00 Story Time (Ivan) 

7.15 Singers of Renown 
8 .00 Don Juan (rf) 

8.15 Play - Full Fathom 5 
9. 00 Loaf by David 

Fitzsimmons 



Grip it tightly and it trickles away. 
But cradle it gently and it stays for¬ 
ever ’’ 


Carole Richardson (18) lover 
of an IRA officer, sentenced 
to life imprisonment for mur¬ 
dering seven people, injur¬ 
ing 84 in three bombing 
raids. 


THURSDAY EVENING CONTINUES to 
be a poor time to begin letters. I refer 
to this morning’s explosion in Campden 
Hill Square that killed Professor Gordon 
Hamilton Fairley, one of Britain’s lead¬ 
ing cancer experts who had just re¬ 
turned from Australia excited by the 
prospect of implementing fresh re¬ 
search ideas for his vital work in adult 
leukaemia. When a doctor of such 
rare qualities becomes a victim, how 
is one but buttress one’s faith? One 
of his patients rang a radio phone-in 
to plead in a halting, tear shattered 
voice: ’’They don’t know what they’ve 
lost. We must stop accepting these 
atrocities as so many cups of tea. ” 
There is little to celebrate in Lon¬ 
don tonigjht apart from the staggering 


capacity of the British people to ab¬ 
sorb shock and attack. My personal 
despair arises from the constant de¬ 
nial of human potential, that fatal 
resort to force to articulate ideas, 
that fascination the Western mind has 
for 'action*. Delicate sentiment and 
murderous intent can co-exist. Carole 
also wrote: "God bless the innocent. ’* 
Perhaps on Norfolk you may fee^l mo¬ 
mentarily depressed. This mood is 
then swept away by the recognition 
of your own safe, isolated position. 
Remember, all that happens to a 
single man happens to all men. We 
are the creators and givers of life, 
we are the murderers and the mur¬ 
dered, the potential lies in all of us 
and the choice - that is the terrify¬ 
ing aspect. 

The Swedish Academy, in award¬ 
ing the Italian poet Eugenio Montale 
this year’s Nobel Prize for Literature 
said of his work: "There is a negativ¬ 
ism based not on misanthropy but 
on an indelible feeling of the value 
of life, and the dignity of mankind.. 
we tell ourselves that if we lose the 
capacity to repudiate, all is lost." 
Signor Montale said today in Milan: 
’’Any poetry should not be understood 
as a message but as an invitation to 
hope." This statement of faiths is 
something partly eclipses the horror 
of the doctor’s murder, occuring as 
they do on the same day. 
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VIVACIOUS LEE CHRISTIAN lives 
out Point Vincent way in a lovely 
home with one of the tidiest gardens 
we’ve seen on Norfolk. Her modern, 
bright kitchen with loads of white 
formica bench space looks a dream 
to work in. 

Married to Jim who works for the 
forestry Department, as well as work¬ 
ing the ships, she has a darling two 
and a half year old son, Matthew, and 
is ejecting another baby in January. 
Lee will have to go to Sydney before 
Christmas and await her baby’s birth 
as it will be a Caesarian delivery. 

Lee and Jim run a dairy "on a 
small scale" and do a milk run to 
neighbors nearby. Because of the 
milking they can’t entertain before 
the run is finished and "there just 
isn’t a lot of time". Both love to be 


LEE CHRISTIAN 


with close friends and enjoy barbecues 
and western music. 

Lee came to Norfolk for Jim’s sis¬ 
ter’s 21st 11 years ago and liked it so 
much she stayed on here and 5 years 
later married Jim. She worked at 
the N.I. Hospital as a Nurse’s Aid 
for six years. 

‘life on Norfolk is hard to describe. 
You are not a cog in the machine aiid 
everyone rallies” is how Lee feels 
3 bout Norfolk. 

Here are two of Lee's favorite 
recipes. 
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BEEF MARENGO 
11 lb. round steak 
2 oz. butter or substitute 
1 large onion 

1 dessertspoon curry powder ^ 

15 oz. can whole tomatoes 

1 cup water 

1/3 cup dry red wine 

i lb. button mushrooms 

1 oz. butter or substitute (extra) 

salt, pepper, 

chopped parsley 

Trim steak, cut into thin strips. 

Heat butter in pan, cook meat until 
brown. Add chopped onion, saute 
a few minutes. Add curry powder, 
cook further few minutes. Add 
crushed tomatoes and liquid from can, 
water and wine. 

Simmer covered 45 minutes or until 
steak is tender. 

Saute sliced mushrooms separately 
in extra butter, add to pan for last 
10 minutes cooking time, season with 
salt and pepper. 

Serve sprinkled with chopped parsley. 
Serve with rice. 

Serves 4. 


BEEF CREOLE 

ll lb. round steak 

1 oz. butter or substitute 

1 large onion 

2 oz. bacon pieces 

1 tablespoon flour 

15 oz. can whole tomatoes 
cups water 

2 chicken stock cubes 

\ teaspoon mixed herbs 
\ green pepper 
salt, pepper 

Trim meat, cut into thin strips. 
Heat butter in pan, saute meat un¬ 
til brown, add chopped onion and 
chopped bacon pieces, saute 4 
minutes. Sprinkle with flour, mix 
well. Add crushed tomatoes and 
juice from can, water, crumbled 
stock cubes, herbs and salt and 
pepper. Simmer, covered 45 min¬ 
utes or until steak is tender. Add 
green pepper cut into thin strips for 
last 15 minutes of cooking time. 
Serve with hot rice. 

Serves 4. 

November 1975 


CODEWORD --GOLDEN FLEECE 
by bennis Wheatley 

FOR GOOD BLOOD-AND-THUNDER 
adventure stories Dennis Wheatley can 
hang up his cloak and dagger in com - 
pany with Eric Ambler and Graham 
Greene and not be out of place. I 
rate his Due de Richleau books even 
higher than his Black Magic series 
with an accurate historical background 
combined with a murder, a robbery or 
a sudden death on every second page. 

In "Codeword--Golden Fleece" the 
Duke and his friends are concerned 
with doing their bit to sabotage Hitler’ 
war effort by buying all the Rumanian 
oil-barges on the Danube for themselv 
so that there is no transport from the 
big Rumanian oil-fields. Naturally, 
several violent deaths and three hun¬ 
dred and twenty pages later virtue 
emerges triumphant and the heroes 
win - but only just. 

As a matter of historical fact, on 
behalf of the Allied Governments a 
French nobleman did actually succeed 
in acquiring a controlling interest in 
the Danube oil barges and their tugs. 
The success of the operation was later 
gravely jeopardized by the collapse of 
France and the rise to power of the 
pro-Nazi general, Antonescu. How¬ 
ever, before Antonescu forced Rumani. 
into partnership with the Axis a good 
fifty percent of the oil fleet had been 
got into Turkish waters. The Germans 
claiming the fleet to be the property 
of the Vichy government, then broughi 
an action for its return; but, in the 
meantime, at great personal risk, the 
Frenchman had passed a power of 
attorney to his British colleague, and 
the Turkish courts gave a verdict in 
Britain's favour. Thus, for many 
months, until the Germans could get 
their synthetic oil plants into full 
operation, the supplies of fuel for tbs 
Luftwaffe were seriously crippled by 
this ingenious secret stroke against 
Hitler's war economy. 

The older one gets the less one can 
be bothered with "books with a mess¬ 
age" aiid the more one reads out-and- 
out adventure stories. The message 
of the formet is so often not worth cb 
taining and certainly not worth plough 
;ing through two hundred obscure page? 
for. It is for this reason that Dentils 
Wheatley and Alistair Macleati will be 
read long after Santre and Proust are 
. (deservedly) forgotten. 

HENRY SMITH 
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’'Where are you from?” asked the 
cab driver as he transported his pas¬ 
senger to an address in Sydney. "Nor¬ 
folk Island", was the reply. 

"That’s the place where there's no 
telly. Wouldn’t do me; couldn’t 
live without me old telly, best thing 
ever invented." 

That particular cab driver had ob¬ 
viously never been to Norfolk. What 
does occupy our time here, why do* 
most of us feel like rushing back 
again after only a day or so on the . 
mainland? 

The warmer weather has set me 
thinking of the long beaut, days a- 
head filled with Sun, sand and sea. 

We haven't got daylight saving this 
year so the early mornings are real¬ 
ly glorious, bright sunshine at 6o’ 
-lock which makes a person want to 
Dound out of bed intent on finishing 
:he daily chores as quickly as pos¬ 
able so that most of the day can be 
=pent outside. 

Imagine being able to reach a per- 
ect setting like Emily Bay or Bum- 
?oras in about five minutes - no hour- 
ong drives in bumper to bumper traf- 

ic. 

Workers are able to escape from 
heir offices during their lunch hour 
• ven. There are plenty of other ways 
o enjoy Norfolk in summer. How 
ibout a walk out to Bird Rock - up 
:ed Road and then along the track 
>ast where Mc*Lachlan’s cottage used 
o be and right out to the cliff. If 
he heat of the sun is a bit strong what 
bout walking amongst the trees and 
erns from Mt. Bates to Mt. Pitt ex- 
•loring one of the valleys on the way? 

I remember being here on holidays 
en years ago during the summer men¬ 
tis. What carefree days they were - 
azing on the beach, barbecuing down 
t Kingston at night. Those were the 
olidays when the young Norfolk Is- 
anders who used to work on the main- 
and came back to Norfolk for Chris- 
mas. Many of them have now re turn- 
id'to settle here permanently with 
heir wives and families . It was 
errific sitting around a fire with 
iveryone joining in the singing. It 
till happens now and again, but not 
mough. 

What would happen now if a group 
)f youngsters "piled up" in the mid- 
lie of Burnt Pine with their guitars? 
Zslts that passed through were stop¬ 
ped, keys taken and the occupants 
lrged to join in the fun. Today's 
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police would have a fit. 

. Although Norfolk is a busy place 
people aren’t so concerned with fra¬ 
ntically trying to accumulate more 
and more material possessions. They 
are busy doing what they enjoy - ten- 
■ ding a garden, raising cattle, help¬ 
ing on a stall to raise money for a 
com muni ty projed t, spending the day 
fishing off the rocks, visiting their 
friends. Just listening to the local 
news on the radio (what a contrast 
to the World News with all its trouble 
and strife) and hearing the different 


meetings scheduled for the week 
gives one an idea of what there is to 
do here. 

That cab driver ought to come over 
and find out what a full life one can 
lead where people wouldn’t have 
time to watch "the telly'’. 



MINI-ADS CLOSE 11.30tiruft !IU4««4AJ,»»! PLACE MINI-ADS AT THE ,! 
SATURDAY MORNINGS NE.WD MlmAaS MILK BAR, JENSENS,AMY'S *} 

Plentiful supply 

Fresh milk 150 pint, local eggs 800 
dozen, fresh fruit and vegetables at 
the Milk Bar, Ferny Lane. 

Casual waitress j 

Waitress wanted about 2 nigbts p. w. | 
with some bar duties. For full in- | 

formation call at Bounty Lodge Tu- if 

VL2NI auditioning 

Radio Norfolk, station VL2N1, is 
auditioning for new part-time an¬ 
nouncers. $2 per hour for on-air 
time. Apply at the station. 

esday morning. | 

I Public notice j 

1 Norfolk Island Airlines Ltd. has no ;j 

| connection with the company of a jji 

| similar name which is said to plan | 

1976 Diaries 

Diaries and Calendars now available 
from Norfolk Island Stationers at j 

[he Milk Bar, Ferny Lane. 

i to build a hotel at Anson Bay. j 

1 Senior shop asst. J 

Top wages and conditions for an | 

exDerienced ladv assistant at thp 3 

Itow to grow citrus 

An article telling John Ryves’ ex- 
peri^nce of how to grow citrus on 
, Norfolk Island will appear in the 
next NEWS. Reserve your copy. 

J.UUVWU 1CLU Y CvO OiO l-Uii l U l lliv H 

Milk Bar, Ferny Lane. Apply Keith 
or Judy Jarvis. 

Copper wanted 

Would like to buy a complete copper, 
or tub only. Ring Ruth Christa on 

2039. 

Position vacant 

for energetic young man at the 

Milk Bar, Ferny Lane. Good wages 
offered for keen worker. Apply 

Keith or Judy Jarvis. 

"MW 

mkisMom 
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Published Monday morning at the 
News Office, Collins Head Rd. 

P.O. Box 94, Norfolk Island 2899, 

South Pacific. 

Proprietor and editor, Ed Howard. 
Editorial Associate, Bill Wiseman. 
Editorial Contributors this issue: 

Celia Bigg, Les Brown, Lee Chris¬ 
tian, Alice Howard, Baker McCoy, 
Michael Moran, Butch Quintal, 

Henry Smith, VL2NI staff. 

Type, Debby Dale and Jan Pearson. 

Production, John Pearson. 
Subscriptions: $A19 airmailed to 
Australia, $A29 to New Zealand, 

$48 elsewhere. Shortened if pos¬ 
tage rates rise again. 

Outdoor work 

Lad wanted to cut grass and help with 
garden at Collins Head 6-8 hrs. a week 
£pply Howards. 

looking office 

A new booking office has been 
opened in Brisbane and will be a 
major booking office for Norfolk 

Island Airlines Ltd. in Australia. 

The new office, "Norfolk Island 
Airlines Booking Centre Pty. Ltd. " 
js at C24 Queen’s Arcade, 77 Queen 
\ St. Brisbane. Phone 2295-872 or 
$295-041. 

"fari-time work 

. The Milk Bar has a vacancy for a 
-shop assistant to work scattered hours. 
Some weekend work involved. Good 
Wages. ^ 
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‘ da rs Norfol k ’ 


i NORFOLK ISLAND seems to have — 
like the Earth itself — an inner gy¬ 
roscope that keeps it spinning on a 
^consistent axis, in spite of changes 
1 and forces surging around it. 

Ninety years ago the Norfolk "Pio¬ 
neer”, the old newspaper retrieved’ 
by Les Brown, was concerned about 
the state of agriculture on the island. 

Thoughtful island people are still 
concerned, for much the same rea¬ 
sons. 

Here is what the "Pioneer" had to" 
say: o " 

To an agricultural community no 
matter ought to be of greater interest 
than agriculture, and this remark applies 
alike to all food-producing districts 
wherever situated; but, over and above 
this the subject is fraught with more 
intense interest to a people living as 
we are, with but a limited extent of 
cultivatable land, and yet, neverthe- 
: less, an entire dependence upon it for 
sustenance. And for this reason, be¬ 
cause* so small an area of country is 
sure to be affected in its entirety by 
such depressing influences as drought 
and insect devastations. In such a 
country as Australia, where land stretch¬ 
es far and wide, certain, districts may 
be suffering from want of water or other 
calamities, but the whole extent of 
country is not likely to suffer at one 
time, and one district can then supply 
the wants of another, but here it is 
very different. The uncertain commun¬ 
ication too with the colonies might at 
any time be the cause of finding our¬ 
selves in want of the necessities of fife, 
without having the means of obtaining 
them. 

The insular source of revenue,. up to 
the present, has been derived from two 
industries, farming and whaling; and 
were these two occupations invariably 
successful, there would be no cause for 
uneasiness. Upon the former we are 
dependant for our home supplies, and 
to the latter we look to supply those 
necessary articles of food and clothing 
which have to be imported from without. 
Such has been the order of things in the 
past, and such doubtless many would 
like it to be the order in future. 

However this may be, it is scarcely 
wise to trust to a continuance of the 
material prosperity of the Island with¬ 
out enquiring if such is likely to con¬ 
tinue, and if there are not many signs 
which seem to imply a change. 


If we review for a moment the past 
and present condition of agricultural 
iaffairs, we cannot doubt but that there 
is room for grave anxiety. The recent 
drought seems even now likely to be 
:repeated; for as in a heavy surf the 
rollers succeed each other several 
times before a period of quiescence, 
so in nature wet and dry seasons are 
but too prone to succeed themselves 
in the same way. 

During dry seasons, want of rain is 
in itself a'great evil, but it is gener¬ 
ally then that other troubles intervene. 
Insect ravages and blights of various 
kinds are far more destructive when 
no heavy rains fall to remedy them. 

For the last three years there have 
been but few heavy downpours, the 
seasons have been exceptionally fine, 
dry and calm, and as a consequence 
we see the most destructive agencies 
at work in various forms of blight 
that have ever visited us. The 
caterpillar’s web upon the sweet pot 4 
ato vines, the "grubs" cutting up the 
young vegetation as soon as it appears 
above ground; the rust upon the 
wheat just as it comes into ear, the 
thrips attacking the onion and water¬ 
melon crops as well as destroying peas 
and beans, and the small beetles so 
injuring the flower buds, that the 
fruit is likewise injured or prevented 
from maturing, all form, collec¬ 
tively, such an array of formidable 
‘evils that are for the most part un- 
controlable by human agents, as may 
well dishearten the stoutest farmer. 

Add to these a scarcity of tain and a 
lack of pasturage and water for the 
.running stock, and we must then ad¬ 
mit that we have matter for the gravest 
reflection. 

The extremely fine weather that has 
almost invariably obtained since 1879 
and ’80 has ntt only reduced the sur¬ 
face water, but the wells are begin¬ 
ning to suffer,, and it is more than 
probable that streams never yet 
known to cease running may do so 
before long, should fine weather con¬ 
tinue. If this be so, surely some 
means ought to be taken to prevent 
the daily running to waste of water 
that now occurs. In future we, like 
our neighbours in Australia, may 
have to consider to what extent irri¬ 
gation and the conservation of water 
for stock use may become necessary. 

(To be concluded) 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 2 November 1975 


19 



SENDER? 


The NEWS from NORFOLK ISLAND 


FIX NORFOLK 
STAMPS HERE 

To Australia 20^ 

To New Zealand 40^ 


TO: 


As agents for Qantas and for 
Air New Zealand we've al¬ 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk. 

We'd like to take 
the next step by 
handing you our 
"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk. 

Call in for one — we 
are just across from the 
Post Office in Burnt Pine 


-SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE- 


-“I 




4 Burns 
Philp 

GROUPOFcammst 


■.-.-.FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE.-.. . 

TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND: 1. Write a personal message in the space below if you wish. 2. Fill in address panel. 

3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above, and fold the address panel back along the top dotted II i. 
4. Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky tape, and add postage stamps. 
















